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CDO: SLOAN INDUSTRY ADVISORS - FINANCE

 Venture Capital | Hedge Funds | FinTech | Investment Banking | Investment Management | Impact Investing/ ESG



• Career Development Office (CDO)

- Your CDO (cdo.mit.edu), Finance Career Community

- MBA/MFin Career Advisors, Sloan Industry Advisors

- Recruiting and networking events, workshops etc.

- Finance-specific resources

• Pitchbook – PE and VC market data

• Wall Street Prep – technical finance interview prep tool

• Prequin – global research on IM including PE and Hedge Funds

• Clubs

- ClubFest Event - 9/14 evening

- VC/PE, Quantitative Finance, Finance & Policy

- Investment Management, Investment Banking

- FinTech, MIT Sloan Impact Investing Initiative (Mi3)

• Other

- Martin Trust Center, Alumni, IAP and SIP events, etc.

Career Development Office5

FINANCE RESOURCES AT MIT SLOAN

CDO

Finance

Certificate
Clubs

Knowledge and skills 

about finance and 
the industry

Career-building skills 

and employer portal

Teamwork for recruiting 

and industry contacts
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OVERVIEW OF FINANCE CAREERS

Industry ● Recruiting ● Careers ● Coursework  ●  Toolkit ● Resources

Finance Career Paths

Investment 

Banking 

(IBD)

Venture 

Capital/

Private Equity 

(VC/PE)

Impact 

Finance

Investment/

Asset 

Management 

(IM/AM) 
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INVESTMENT/ASSET MANAGEMENT



Career Development Office8

INVESTMENT/ASSET MANAGEMENT – JOB OVERVIEW
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INVESTMENT BANKING
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INVESTMENT BANKING – JOB OVERVIEW



• Why is it so much work?
‒ Banking is a “time is money” business
‒ Bank gets paid on transactions fees/services of various kinds

‒ Bank competes with other banks to win the business

‒ What kind of work is it?
‒ Associates and analysts do much of the bottom-up work that supports this effort
‒ Modeling, financial analysis, pitch construction, other diligence
‒ Challenging and dynamic projects

• What kind of people like it?
‒ Highly competitive, meritocratic

‒ Love financial markets, passionate about deals

• What are the options once you have been in banking?
‒ Few bankers make it up to ED or MD level – different skill set + highly competitive
‒ Build domain expertise in asset class/industry and move to buy side role

‒ Build domain expertise and move into entrepreneurial role or industry
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INVESTMENT BANKING: WHAT IS IT LIKE?



• What do we mean by impact finance?

• What are significant areas of interest?

• Skills needed: 

•  Build a solid base in finance: 15.401 and 15.402 in 1st year of MBA

•  Finance Certificate (MFins – impact finance concentration)

•  Action learning projects in impact investing: 15.453 (Finance Lab)

•  Electives – PE and VC, Entrepreneurial Finance, Impact Investing 

•  Acquire impact measurement knowledge and experience

• Community: Mi3 – MIT Sloan Impact Investing Initiative 
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IMPACT FINANCE/ IMPACT INVESTING



ASSET CLASSES 
Social impact investors deploy assets across a variety of asset classes, with different return and risk 

profiles. building a diversified portfolio is critical  for robust financial returns



PRIVATE VS. PUBLIC MARKETS

Private Public

Investments not traded on a public 
exchange or market (PE/VC)

Investments traded on the stock 
exchange; highly-liquid (Asset mgmt.)



EXPLORE AND ZERO-IN ON YOUR IMPACT 

INVESTING PATH

RESEARCH & 

POLICY
ADVISORY

INVESTMENT

● Asset owner - e.g., foundations pursuing 

mission-aligned investing / PRIs, institutional 

investors like pension funds, sovereign wealth 

funds

● Asset manager - e.g., mutual funds 

incorporating impact, PE, VC, real asset funds

● Wealth manager - e.g., financial advisors, family 

offices

● Consultants - guiding investors / asset 

owners / wealth managers on impact 

investments; helping entrepreneurs find 

impact capital

● Government-sponsored institutions

● Research and thought leadership

● Impact measurement and ratings 

groups



REFLECT ON YOUR INTERESTS AND 

UNDERSTAND YOUR EXPERTISE
Do you have a geographic focus?

Do you have an issue area focus?

Domestic vs. International Developed vs. Emerging Market Urban vs. Rural

Economic Development
Financial Inclusion Education

Renewable Energy Gender Equality
Healthcare

Which asset class(es) interest you most?

Fixed Income Private Equity Public Equity Real Estate

Most importantly, what expertise do you bring to the table?

Finance (Investment Banking, PE, or VC) OtherStrategy & Operations Impact / Development

Investment Role Advisory Role Research & Policy Role 

Example: Investment Associate for 
a large PE firm’s impact fund

Key Question: Do I pursue 
traditional investment banking to 
build skillset? 

Example: Program Manager at a 
social venture accelerator

Key Question: Who do I want to 
advise? Investors? 
Entrepreneurs? Policymakers?

Example: Fellowship with local government 
office

Key Question: How can I leverage my MBA 
training to distinguish myself from other 
graduate school candidates?
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VENTURE CAPITAL AND PRIVATE EQUITY

Careers

Required Toolkit

Industry Recruiting

Resources for You

Prior relevant work experience • Domain expertise • Ability to value companies • Strong communications & ability to 

influence • Self-starter (limited guidance & imperfect info)

VCPE Club/Investment Conference • Finance Certificate & PE/VC Courses • CDO (E52-331) • Wall Street Prep • 

Capital IQ • Pitchbook • Preqin • Alumni

• PE and VC are both about investing in 

private companies

• VC: Early-stage investments

• PE: Later stage and longer-term 

investments (5-7 years)

• Some funds specialize by industry and 

asset class vs. others more generalist

• Large-cap vs. mid-market firms relates to 

investable assets which impacts both 

investment stake and size of investment 

company

• Limited opportunities in PE but improving 

significantly

• PE many times values prior PE 

experience (but occasionally IBD and 

consulting)

• Offer an industry point-of-view

• VC market competitive but shown more 

appreciation of MBA skillset in internships

• Experience at VC-backed firms can be 

alternative route into VC (highlight your 

strength like tech, healthcare, regions etc)

• Networking is incredibly important and 

necessary for a successful job search

• Unstructured recruiting process required 

MBA to take ownership of his/her job 

search

• Relatively low turnover in PE

• Opportunities to invest in portfolio 

companies / deals

• Portfolio group vs. investment group at PE 

firms

• Board member opportunities with PE 

portfolio companies

• Lifestyle: PE deal-focused vs. VC less 

face-time and more networking events; 

typical hours 8/9-7/8

2022 MBA Employment Report

• 1.8% intern PE function (Summer 2022)

• 11.3% intern VC function (Summer 2022)

• 8% full-time PE/VC function (June 2022)
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Q&A
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APPENDIX
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REVIEW OF FINANCE CAREERS

Investment/

Asset 

Management 

(IM/AM)

Investment 

Banking 

(IBD)

Venture 

Capital/

Private Equity 

(VC/PE)

• Passion for the markets

• Know the firm (investment 
philosophy, process, 

people)

• Performance driven

• Structured recruiting 

process
• Valuation skills tested in 

interviews

• Deal-focused
• Competitive

• Relevant work experience 

desired & ability to offer 
value to firm on day 1

• Limited opportunities in PE 

but significantly improving
• Networking is key; 

especially mid-market firms
• Knowledge of the industry 

is key so take the courses

Finance Skills • Network • Leverage MIT Ecosystem of Resources

Impact

Finance

• Becoming increasingly 

popular
• Develop the technical skills 

(FSA, finance)

• Opportunities across 
disciplines in finance – 

lean into club resources
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IMPACT FINANCE/IMPACT INVESTING  

Careers

Required Toolkit

Industry Recruiting

Resources for You

Demonstrated passion in impact + Experience needed matches the finance discipline

Clubs (MI3 and relevant finance clubs) • Finance Certificate & Courses • CDO (E52-331) • WSP • Alumni

• Increase of interest and opportunities for 

impact investing

• ESG (Environmental, Social and 

Governance)

• SRI (Socially Responsible Investing)

• Impact investing arms in PE firms: double-

bottom line investing (make money while 

investing in companies that do good)

• All about networking!

• Unstructured recruiting process

• Fewer opportunities and growing interest 

making recruiting more competitive

• Opportunities across disciplines in finance

• Understanding and passion for the field is 

important, but as are the hard, technical 

skills (FSA, finance)

• Careers reflective of the underlying 

finance discipline

• Smaller teams with opportunity to be 

thought-leader
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FINTECH
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